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governs, the irregularity and disorder which would otherwise
follow will be prevented, and the right balance will by de-
grees be restored; the defect on one side will be supplied
by a higher principle, and the excess on the other will, by
the same principle, be restrained; so that no harm shall
ensue to the character, and nothing criminal discover itself
in the life and temper V With this answer I can hardly fail
to be content, for, when I ask, c Had we not better marshal
the springs of action according to their rank ? * it only says,
* No occasion; Reason will see to that!' It seems, then,
it is a task competent to Reason; and there really is a
rational order of subordination in which they should be
arranged. If so, it is difficult to see why the office of
Master of the Ceremonies should not be assumed by the
psychologist's Reason in the ante-room, instead of leaving
the procession, at the mercy of each separate reason, to
scramble into a risky order of precedence at the last step of
presentation to action. The constant recurrence, in Price's
treatise, of the dual division into an absolute good and bad,
right and wrong, not without occasional, nay deliberate, yet
unreconciled admission of degrees of virtue and of guilt,
makes us feel the need of precisely the rule of order and
proportion which is relegated to the care of 'Reason.'
When once the preferential principle of moral judgment
has been worked out, and its hierarchy approximately con-
structed, what fulness of definite meaning it adds, for
instance, to the following noble passage: '"Reason" is essen-
tial to direct, as far as its dominion extends, the passions to
their proper objects; to confine them to their proper
functions and places; to hinder them from disturbing our
own peace or that of the world; and, in short, to correct
whatever is amiss in the inward man, or inconsistent with
its sound and healthy state. It is scarcely possible to avoid
reflecting here, on the flourishing and happy state of the
person whose temper and life are formed and governed
by Reason in the manner I have now described. What
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